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submarine incidents had occurred, the Press took this remark
to mean that the United States would enter the war against us
if the intervention move came to nothing. Mr. Wilson im-
mediately realized that such an interpretation of Mr. Lansing's
words would seriously jeopardize his peace move. If the
Entente could hope for American participation in the war,
there would be no prospect of their consenting to a " peace
without victory/' In that case the direction of their policy
was defined beforehand. They only required to reject the offer
of mediation to reach the goal of their long-cherished hopes.
The President therefore at once requested Mr. Lansing to con-
tradrct the statements of the Press. This was done, with the
observation that there was no probability of the United States
entering the war. The harm could not, however, be completely
wiped out, as denials arc always regarded with doubt.
The vital parts of Mr, Wilson's Note read as follows :
** The President suggests that an early occasion be sought to
call out from all the nations now at war such an avowal of their
respective views as to the terms upon which the war might
be concluded and the arrangements which would be deemed
satisfactory as a guaranty against its renewal or the kindling
of any similar conflict in the future as would make it possible
frankly to compare them. He is indifferent as to the means
taken to accomplish this* He would be happy himself to serve,
or even to take the initiative in its accomplishment, in any way
that might prove acceptable, but he has no desire to determine
the method or the instrumentality. One way will be as accept-
able to him as another if only the great object he has m mind
be attained.
" In the measures taken to secure the future peace of the
world the people and the Government of the United States are as
vitally and as directly interested as the Governments now at war.
" The President does not feel that it is his right and his
duty to point out their intimate interest in its conclusion, lest
it should presently be too late to accomplish the greater things
which lie beyond its conclusion, lest the situation of neutral
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